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.. On November 25, 1941, a major portion of the destroyers and
the oruisers left Manila Bay for points south, The §7th Division, eon~
slsting of the WHIFPLR, EDWARDS, ALDEN end the EDBALL, sogether with the
BLACK HAWK, wore in Balikpapan, Borneo up %0 Sunday, December 7th.
- Saturday night we got word to get ocut of Balikpapan the following nighs
and, in accordance with that order, Sunday afternoon we fueled to
eapacity and left Belikpapan about 9130, Allowing for the differensce
in time between Balikpapan and Pearl Harboyr we actually left Ballkpapan
about 5 or 6 hours before Pearl Harbor was attacked,

At that time all of us felt that war was g matter of hours
or days. 8o it was no great surprise to us at about 5200 o'closk in
the morning to get the signal "Japan has commenced hostilities, govern
yourselves accordingly.” ~

Zhe §7th Division left the BLACK HAWK and progeeded at high
speed to Singapore, where we were supposed $0 act as anti-sabmarine
screen for the PRINGE OF WALES and the REPULSE. We had @ rather un-
eventful trip to Singapore, stopping several times to warn merchantmen
or to inwestigate merchantmen. Ona of the interesting aspects of the
trip was the fact that every mast thst cams over the -horigon looked 1ike

&n enemy mast.

We had no 1des what the disposition of the Japansse fleet was
and the nerves of the men were on sdge in an antisipatory sense.

We got to Singapore on Wednesday morning and sequred alongaido
& fusl ship off the Naval doek yard in the neighborhood of 10330 oy

11300 ¢'closk. We went ashore at onge for a conference on the WHIPPLR,
whioh was with the ALDEN alongside the docks fueling, and very shortly
get undsrway as soon as we had
aye to asaist in the return of the
PRINGE OF WALES and the REFULSE, whish had beeén bombed and, s

to resports, seriously damaged.

Captain Crsighton,
wers sending everything they possibly could up there to help the ships
baok and we wers ordered to be ready for submarine attack and air
at dawn. We were promised resonnaisssnse and fighter rrotection.

We got underway about 3;00 o'clook. We were delayed in get~
ting underway because the low pressure on the pumps at Singspore would
not permit fueling the ALDEN at any reasonable rate of speed and she
got underway with about 60,000 gallons of fuel aboard, .

¥e had twenty minutes to strip ship as we went through the
mine field and the men "furned to® with a will in gotting rid of ex-
traneous gear. I menaged to save the loudspeaker of our movie maching
Just as 1t was being thrown over the side, because I felt that the use
of phonograph records would do mush to help the men pass the time later
on.in the war. We made a good many mistakes in stripping the ship so
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hurriedly, although we had made many preparations for it beforshand.
We dumped all our gasoline. We got rid of most of omr paing.,

On the way up shortly after dusk we sighted several British
destroyers retuming at high speed. It turned out later that
had all the survivors of the PRINCE OF WALES and the REPULSE aboard.
in one gase, the JUPITER, I believe, had piecked up 900 men, It was
unfortunate, from certain aspescts, that we did not know they had the
:grvivor: aboard. However, we merely exchanged calls and proceeded up
8 COR8T, :

The last tims we sighted a destroyer we reversed course to
continue sommunications dy flashing light and it was dark when we were
through with the signals. We again reversed course end the last ghip
in the column, the EDSALL, missed the turn or fell back and shortly
after we made our turn, we sighted the EDSALL. 1% was a rether tense
moment because we had thought the EDSALL was immediately astern of us,
instead of that she was on opposite sourse about 1,000 yards on our
starboard beam, and for a moment looked like an enemy ship. Howasver,
the voies radio straightened the matter out and we con 1d,

in the meantime, we had gotten word that the REPULSE and the
PRINCE OF WALES were sunk, and we wers to sintinue our search for ~
survivors. At about midnight we knew we were on the scens because we
could smell fuel oil. Shortly thereafter, we ran inte great gquantities
of fuel o1l on the surface and began o0 see & good deal of wreckage.

Before leaving S8ingapore, we had had a British 1iaison
officer, a young Lleutenant+Gommender Godwin,R.N., snd a group of sig=-
nalmen and radiomen put aboard, togethsr with flags and books, and mos$
of the time we spent on the $rip north was talking with them and iron-
ing out our communication systems. It appeared that there would de
very little diffisulty in sommnica$ing, because all the British of-
fiocers and men on liaison duty ssemed to be very ocapable.

It was a moonlight misty night, flat ealm, and ths wreokage,
burnt boats, 1ife jackets, life rafts, ﬂ,ungs of that sort, gave us our
first introduetion to war,

At about one hour after we reached the scens, we got word that
our fighter protection had been cancelled and that we were to clear the
area before daylight. A rather interesting commentary on the laok of

- eoordination that, in the first place, the British did not tell us that
all the survivors had been resgued and that our trip north would be
uselesss in the second ?hon, that our fighter protection was cancelled
at about 6100 or 7100 o'closk in the evening - Captain Creighton heard
it by aceldent about 11300 o'clock and it took him about one hour to
get the word off to us, but we had no fighter protestion the next norn~
ing; the people who cancelled the fighter protection apparently made
xé: :{fort to inform the ships who were supposed to get fighter proe

etion,
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We formed up and headed south at high speed. Shortly after
daylight, a torpesdo was fired at us from the starboard hsnd. ¥hen the
torpedo was sighted, I was on the port side of the bridge asleep. I
immediastely went to the starboard side and saw the wake astern and a
moment later saw another torpedo approaching on what appeared to be a
eollision sourse. We turned hard left and the $orpedo missed, elther
¢lose shead or underneath the bow, poszibly having baeen set for g
erulser target. The insident highlighted cerbain aspects of the
situation. in the first place, all of us were very tired, having been
goling continuocusly sinsce Sunday night and the lessons we ls arned then
stood us in good stead, for thereafter, the Executive snd I made sure
to get as mush sleep as possidble, alternating with each other on the
bridge during the day and night, exsepting certaln hours when we stayed
up on the bridge togethsr, but 1t showed the futllity of expecting
piople to keep the proper mental alertness and quigk reasction withount
S186D. ,

Ons of the very interesting aspedts of our trip back was tha%
about two hours after the submarine attack we slighted a string of
sampans being towed by a smell tugj the sampans were headed for Singa-
pore and were flying the Japanese flag. I did not open fire on them
with our machine guns aa we pulled along side because I did not under-
atand what was going on. The ships wera fllled with Japansse; the
Japanase flag was fiying. The Division Commander finally ordered the
EDSALL to drop off and investigate. It tumed out luter that the
British had been sollscting the Japanese from outl areas. They
did not have enough transportation themselves so, in the circumstances,
they merely ordered the Yapanese to pack up and make thelir own way to
Singaspore. But it was a great shosk to see the Japansse flag flying
from the group of sampans filled with men, women and ehildren. The
EDSALL brought them in and turned them over to a patrol boat:. I would
say ét wa; possibly the first capture of ensmy personnel at sea by the
Ameriean Ravy. ‘

“When we arrived at Singapore, we found the plasce in a state
of great dejeotion. The British were stupefisd at the terrific loss -
they had received and some of the most fantastie and wild stories were
going arcund as to the type of attack they had suffered.

One rumor that spread, whieh is an lnstence of the wildness
of people's imagination, was that the Japamsse planes had attacked 4in
a wave of 1,000 planes, dropped their bombs first on one of the ships,
then on the other and in each case the ships had simply dlsintegrated.
When we turned to shecking up with the survivors, we found that the
best estimate as to the number of torpedo planes attascking gave us in
the nelghborhood of fifty to sixty. The low estimate, I heard one man
say he counted 47 and another man made an estimate as high as 65,
These had besn preceded by s bombing attack which had hit one of the
ships, but not seriocusly damaged 1it.




The sinking of the FRINCE OF WALES and REPULSE 1s one of the
few instances I know of where the Japanese made no attempt to interfere
with the rescue of survivors. %hey di1d not bomd the destroyers con=~
dueting the rescue work, nor did they machine gun the survivors in the
water. . )

The British destroyer which went alongside the PRINCE OF
WALES took off some 67 wounded men over a gangwey, and took off a
great many others, filling up to about 900,

As the PRINCE OF WALES turned over before sinking, her bilge
keel loeked with the bllge keel on the destroyor and for & moment it
was thought that the destroyer would be turned over. However, the
destroyer?s bllge keel ripped away, and the PRINCE OF WALES went on
down without further damage to the destroyer. : '

One of the most dissouraging things that we noticed when we
went into Singapore was the age and obsolete character of many of the
neval planes which were at the seaplane base. There were a great many
Brewster Buffaloes in the air. We did not sse any Spitfires or
Burricanes, nor many British bombing plenes at Singapore.

The news was most dlscouraging., The Japansse had apparen
been abls to sonsolidate their landings without smeh trouble. sy

%o spent the next few days perfecting our liaison with the
British, ¥We expested to work on convoys with them, bringing reinforge-
ments into Singspore. However, on Sunday morning we got orders to
sall immediately for Soerabaja to rejoin our own forces, and about noon
we sinoved off and hesded at high speed for Soerabsja.

Previous to reaching Balikpapan, I had struek s log in the
Makassar Straits end deamaged one propeller., Theraefore, onwaching
Soerabaja, I went alongside the BLACK HAWK immedistely, and for the
next 48 hours we changed propellers.

Ons interesting aapect of that was while the ship was listed
over, the log room was flooded with fuel oil from a leaky man hole plate
and most of the routine records of the ship were ruined. That Adid save -
us 8 lot of paper work, '

Soerabaja was In a state of uncersainty; there was no really
coordinated system set up., It was doubtful if the tenders would stay
there.

During the next week or ten days, a great many of the ships
drifting in from various parts of the N.E.I,(Netherlands' East Indies)
came in, PetWingTen came in and set up headquarters, but no smooth
working organization was made up.
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¥o attacks were made on Scerabaja at that time and things
were hot and quist.

Christmas day the EDWARDS left to act as guard for the ;
TRINITY, which was anchored in & hideocut in Warworada Bay. We made
& fast trip down and relieved the PAUL JONES and BARKER who were with
the TRINITY, and for the next month we acted as nursemaid to the '
TRINITY, keeping steam at the throttles et slil times ready to leave
our anchorasge on five minutes notice. We ssw Australian patrol planes
from time to time, but saw no evidence of enemy sctivity. After about
ten days in Warworada Bay we went to EKoepang with the TRINITY, picking
up the BLACK HAWK on the way, wlth other escorting vessels.

it was a sad commentary on ocur auxiliary service that our
maxinmun speed in formation was sbout nine imots. Of course, the Havy
had been howling for fast auxiliary ships for years and ons of the
great handicaps we had in the campaign was the fact that practisally
all of our suxiliary ships were very slow,. }

: Our stay in Koepang was uneventful. We hsd one or two sub-
marine scares, but nothing seme up. We spent most of our time there
on gnil-submarine work. Zhere were about 1,400 Austrasliian troops and

ground forces at the newly built airfleid bask of Koepang, which was
very poorly defended. The men were short of food and stores and it
didn't li.ook as if they would be able to make any detarmined defense of
that place. i

About the middle of January we went up to Kebola Bay, There
we wore joined by the HOUSTON and BOISE. Admiral Glassford in the
BOISE was in command of the Fores and we made plans: for an attack in
the Molukka Straits where the Japanese wers coming-down. Just as we

were leaving the ship to get wunder way, & signal came through with the
fact that the Japansse had withdrswn, so the attack plan was throwm
into the discard. The HOUSTON, WHIFPPLE and EDWARDS were sent down to
Torres Stralt to plek up a convoy and the remaining ships rendesvoused
in the Jave Sea to await developments.

We had no charts of the area %o whigch we were going and upon
arrival in Torres Strait we got a tracing of Torres Strait from a
HOUSTON chart; which was our only means of navigation in that arsa.

On our way back to Soerabaja we stopped off near Darwin to
pick up the HAWAIIAN PLANTER and PECOS. We had pilesked up the PRESIDENT
POLK at Torres Strait. We had an uneventful trip to Soarsbaja.

While we were making the trip, the S59th Division made its
famous attack on the Japanese in Makassar Strait. Vhen we reached Soeraba
Ja wo were sble to talk things over with the officers who had taken
part in that battle. I believe that was ths first surface engagement
for any group of Americsn ships, larger than submarine chasers, since
the Spanish War.




Mush of the fuel oil we were rec eiving at that time hsd
water in it and we had eonsiderable difficulty with losing suetion.
In addition to that we had had to sompensate dus %o lack of fusl on
our trip from Singapore to Soerabaja and some water remained in our
fusl system. This was a soures of soncern to us. However, we got
the fuel system cleared ocut,

When we reached Soerabaja the EDWARDS was made part of the
striking forse and joined up with the STEWART, BARKER and BULMER undey
the command of Commander Thomas Binford.

¥We went out with the MARBLEHEAD and started to make an
atiack at Balikpapan. In the meantime, the BOISE had been damaged
by grounding in Sape 8trait and was returning to the United States,
leaving us only two eruisers. The night for the attack on Balikpapan
there was a brilliant full moon snd a perfectly calm sea. We believe
that we wers under air obserwation the entire trip upe.

The initlal recomnaisssnce showed that we would be cutnunbered
about two to ons, but when we got about 100 miles from Balikpapan,
about 7100 o'glogk in the evening, the late afternoon reconnaissance
reports came in whisch showed that the Japanese were obvicusly expesting
us and had a very mush larger foree, consisting of four or five
eruisers, ten destroyers and two mine layers, whigh wers in a dis~
position whisch made it obvious that we conld not reach the transporss
without fighting our way through this eni¥ts Japanese consentration.
About a half an hour after receipt of this report Captein Robinson very
\quoly reversed sourse and we returnsed to a& point south of the EKangean

slands. '

he next day we joined up with the HOUSTON and other vessels,

Dutoh and American at G114 Raja, Madeirs Strait, and there fueled and
formed the Combined Str Porce under the coxmand of Rear Admirsl
Doorman of the Nethsrlands Navy. ’

The foll morning, while we were attending a conference
on the DE RUITER, the Japansse bombers, returning from an initial
attack on Scerabaja, sighted our congengration. We got underway that
night and the following day, February 4th, we wers steaming in a large
square south of the Kangean Islands waising for the Japanese forses
from Balikpapan to commit themsslves to an attack sithepr on Band jermasin
ares or Makassar, the plan deing to wais unsil they had sommitted theme
selves and then strike them. Our foree sonsisted of the DE RUYTER,
IROMP, four Duteh destroyers, HOUSTON, MARBLEHEAD, STEWART, EDWARDS,
BULMER and BARKER,

At about 10:30 in the morning the Japansse bombers attacked
us. They came over in waves of nins, there being three waves in each
attack. They worked us over until sbout 1130 or 2:00 o'elock. The
first attack same in rather low and we all expected that the HOUSTON'S
AA guns would knook down many of the first wave whioh came in in
excellent formation, well slosed up. However, the BOUSTON'S anti~
alreraft fire was very erratic and no planss were imooked dowmn.
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1t is hard to remember the exact details of when what
happensd, but the MARBLEHEAD was hit first. The first hit, 1 believe,
was the bomb which landed on her ateering engine room, that janmed
her rudder and did extensive damage., The next bomd that hit the
MARBLEHEAD landed just abaft the bridge and burst, destroying the
wardroom, sick bay and mush of the officers' country. The third his
on the MARBLEHRAD was a near miss forward whish opened up the fuel oil
tanks and flooded her badly. At the conclusion of the attack the
MARBLEHEAD, which normally drew about 16' forward, was draving 28!
forward and steaming at h{qh speed in aireles.

od the mi!ho HOUS?OLI&;}?!.; onse a;zdgg:r lio.sbamr et d;::s ':l?;d 02::‘ .
a P was saved o y one o men, defore s L£lo

the magaszines, The HOUSTON left the formation and disappeared at

spesd with a very bad fire. The TROMP and DE RUYTER were objests of .
the attack after the HOUSTON and MARBLEHEAD were hit. The MARBLEHEAD
knocked down one plane whigh dove into the sea out of gontrol after
attempting to land on the MANBLEHEAD. I would judge that she hit the
water about 500 yards forward of the MARBLEHEAD, .

After the last attack we tried to keep soms sor:t of formation
and retired toward Soerabaja, heading for ths entranse to Madoers Strailt.
it was quite obvious that the damaged ships sould not get through the
eastern entrance to Soerabaja because that is where it is shallow, but
wh steamed on this course for several hours and finally we got word
for us to escort the MARBLEHEAD south of Java. ¥e reversed sourse snd
headed for Lombok Strait. The MARBLEHEAD was listed badly, but was
maintaining about 20 to 21 knots. I% was quite obvious that she had

been very badly damaged.

The entrange to Lombok Strait is five to seven miles wide,
but there is a very strong ouwrrent, somstimes running as high as seven
knots in that vieinity. The MARELEHEAD'S first pass at the stralt,
steering with her engines, was inacourate and she made & big cirele
before entering. The Amsrican destroysrs were acting az mubmarine
screen,

it was ealm through the atrait, but where the awift current
met the swells of the Indlan Ocean in the southern part of the stralt
& very bad ghop was thrown up and the waves were large. By that time
it had gotten very dark and squally and it was a distinet prodlem to
keeop in toush with the MARBLEHEAD as she was :tooriag;:ouy with her
engines in long and erratic tacks. When the Indian Gcean rollers first
got us I 4id not think it would be possible for the MARBLEHEAD o get
through the stralt without sinking. However, she did get through snd
it was with great relief that when we got inte the long easy swells
south of the Strait we were adble to piek up the MARBLEHEAD astern of
us. I feel that the feat of Captain Robinson, his officers and man,
in bringing the MARBLEHEAD through the Strait and to ZTjilatjap and
finally to the United S8tates is absolutely outstanding md it is im-
pﬁm to give those offisers and men 0o mush oredit for that acoom-
b »
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Piilatjap was a rat trap. It had a long twisting entranse,
very narrow, there was no turning room inside the harbor worth men-
tioning. Many ships were moored in there to buoys and all of us ran
aground several $imes in a mud bank, trying to turn the ships around
‘80 make the very small doek near the entranee to the hardor where we
lay to prévision. The FECOS came in and we fusled from her.  The
surrent was strong in the hardor. It was squally and it was & very

tiring day superimposed on the strain of the previous days. However,
we got word that they were expesting a Japanese air attack the next

morning.

As soon as 1t got to De light, we gzot the last of our
"walkie~wallzie® beef aboard, still warm, and shoved off, heading south
after we cleared the channel and mine field,

Our orders were very indefinite, there was poor liaison in
2Jilatjap, only one Havy officer being ashore there and being som~
"pletely overloaded; communications were bad. We had no idea what to
expect, tut dy telephons had been given thres rendegvous. We knew
the HOUSTOR was all right because she was also in Tjilatjap.

For the next few days we steamed Dy south of Java. Once
we ran up at high speed to Prigge Bay and spent the night fueling
from a small Duteh tanker there and finally rendezvoused again with
Admiral Doorman's foree. :

One of the great difficulties which we hed was the fact that
we had no really gocod means of communication with the Dutech. :

They steamed at high speed during the night, changing course
vithout signal, and our fuel was bwrned up rapidly because most of the
time we were steaming at from eighteen to twensy iknots. It seems
strange %o us besause our sound gear was not effective over fifteen
knots snd we had no fmmediats objective, dut the enginsering plants
of the DE RUYTER and JAVA were sush thet shifts to the eruising sombina-
tion were very diffieuls. : A

We finally broke up again, Admiral Doorman went to the west,
we went through Bali Strait into Soerabaja and fueled end left almoab
immediately to rendegvous with him near Batavia.

Bafore we got to Batavia, we got word that the rendesvous
had besn shanged to Oocestheuven in the gouthern part of Sumatra. By
that time the Japansse had captured Singapore and were begimning to
land in Sumatra near hlcnbangt A new str!.king foree was hurriedly
thrown together. CGCommander Binford had a shor® conference on the
DE RUYTER, we 414 not have time to fuel, Bommarmier Benford did not
have time to give us very mush dope, we got a hastily written opera-
tion order and shoved off. The force sonsisted of the Dutsh erulsers
DE RUYTER snd JAVA, the British eruisers EXETER and HOBARY, six
American destroyers, STEWART, EDWARDS, BULMER and BARKER, the PILLSBURY
and one other (which I will have to verify from the records) and fouw
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Duteh destroyers. ZThe plan was to go up to Gaspar Strais, cirele
Banka Island, attack the Japanese landing foree in the viecinity of
Palembang and retire through Banks Strait, '

~ We approached Gasper Strait several hours before dawn, making
sbout ninsteen knots. I was in command of the seocond seotion of
destroyers occupying position in eclumn on the pert hand of the main
body. The first seaction, Gommander Binford in the STEWAR? with the

BARKER and BULMER ocoupled & similar position on the starboard hand.

Shortly before dawn the Dutsh deatroyer VAN GHENT ran aground
on one of the islands in the narrow part of Gaspar Strait. The 58th
Division had to baek down to avoid following him upon the rocks.
Anothex Duteh destroyer was loft behind to take the men off the VAN
GHEN? and destroy her and the remaining ships proceeded north and then
to the northwest around Banka Island.

The EDWARDS did not have any access to any recommaissance
reports to give us any information as to the strength or diaposition
of the ensmy forces. -

Shortly before noon, seversl fast planes dropped bombs from
very high altitudes which did no damage. The Radar on the EXETER or
Bhe HOBART gave us ample notisce of approach of Japanese bombers.
came over first about 18100 ofeloak. Fram 12300 o'slogk .on we wers
under almost constant serial attaok. However, the anti-aireraft fire
of the HOBAR? and EXETER was accurate and rapid and foreed the Japansse
. either %o drop their bombs out of position or %o come in at a very
grsat h‘@ti ‘ ‘ ’ '

Ons of the awkward aspeots of the situation was that the
BULMER'S condensers were shot and for a good pert of the day she wa
running on ons éngine while they repaired leak after leak in the
condensers. .

The BARKER had trouble with the o0il drain pump from her
reduotion gear sump tank and she was »unning on one engins a good part
of the time. At one time a flight of bombers unloaded their bombs on
the BARKER, straddled her, but did no damage exsept $o give her 27
leaky condenser tubes.

In the afternoon, probably arcund 2300 otelock, Admiral
Doorman retired and we headed back for Gaspar S8trait again. It was
quite obviocus that we would be attasked when we entered that bottle-
neck and our expectations were fulfilled. It was quite & rat race
at the entrance to the Strait begause the problem that faced us was
that 1f we went through the Strait with the ocruisers, we made a son~
centrated target for bombing attack and in the Strait we would not
have room to dodge because of its narrowness. Most of the destroyers
milled around cutside waiting for the sruisers to get through.
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The Japansse bombing.at that time was not particuisrly
accurate, although they aid straddle the HOBART. As the spray cleared
and the HOBART came out of the water axxd smoke, her big searshlighs
started dlinking snd we intercepted the following despateht "Thank -
you very mush, No damage. Just sheken up a bit.* I later had an
opportunity in Australia o songratulate the Captain of the HOBAR?T,
over a drink, on his despatsch. -

We all got through the Stralt safely, passing the VAN GHENT,
which was on fire and blowing up, as we went through.

That night we changed sourse three times without signal,
several near oollisions were avoided. We had very little idea what
we were going to do, but finally we came to anchor off Tanjong Priok,
Batavia, just about dawn. It was quite foggy and we did not know
Just exactly where we were.

We got underway shortly thereafter and returned to Ooestheuvan,
passing many ships bound from Ooestheuven to Batavia. Ocestheuven had
been svacuated and was being destroyed. The town and warehouses were
in flames and only a few ships were left there.

We went down $o Ratal Bay in the afternoon and fuelsd from
the last remeaining tanker. Feople were naturally very disccuraged.
We fusled all night, it was & very slow job., The JAVA had to fusl
first and then the Ameriean destroyers. ‘

: The BARKER and BULMER had been ordered to Tjilatjap for
repairs, and that left four Amerigan destroysrs - the STEWART, EDWARDS,
PARROIT and PILLSBURY with the Dutsh. The Duteh sruisers, exsept for
the TRONP went to Tlilatjap, The TROMP, I believe, had been in
Soerabaja all slong at this time. The British cruisers disappeared
for perts unknown, as did the Dutch destroyers. We went to Soerabaja,
by way of Sunda Strait. Insidentally, I slept soundly most of the
night ;;. we were passing thru the Strait. My first decent sleep in a
long time. 1

Just before soming to the mins field in Soerabaga before
dayligh$, we encountered an Amerieasn submarine on the surface. Since
no recognition signals were exchanged and there was some doubt as te
its character, I veered out of column and went to 25 kmots to attack,
thereupon he gave us the recognition signal.

The situation in Soersbaja was confused. We went alongside
Holland Pier, which was a rather diffisult maneuver owing to the ob=
structions which had been placed In the basin to prevent seaplane
landings, and we got an operation order $o attack the Japanese landing
force in Ball, the Japanese having some down and captured the Duteh
airfleld on the southsast soast.

The EDWARDS was the last ship to get out of the basin and
we had quite a time catsching up with the othsr ships. Going out the
east entranse was a difficult proposition because the water is so
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shallow, being only twelve to fourteen feet in -my cases, and steer~
;ng 1s extremely diffieult.

We had to rendezvous at & point three miles south of Tafel
Hoek at 01330, 20 Peb. 1942, and were forsed to maintain a speed of
28 knots to catoh up with the TRONP, whish was leading the columm,
and our other destroyers. o

The plan was to have a three-waye attasgk, the first attack
sonsisting of the DE RUXTER, JAVA, PETE EEXK and the Amorican des-
troyers FORD and POFE, all under the command of Admiral Dooyman,
coming up from Tiilatjap and striking the Japansse further south at

- Shelr landing point whieh was about opposite the island of Noess ,
Besar off the scutheast coast of Ball, . _

ety D e b A
80 ra Stra own ‘ : 4 pass

Initial point off Tafel Hoek at 1130, end then attask hrough Badoeng
atrg&t, eirele Ball, and return to Soerabaja.

CL Following us, there were supposed to be Duteh mosor Wo
‘boats to make the third attagk. We passed them in the Strait as we
came down through Bali Strait. ' -

R About seven or eight miles after the narrow part of Bali.
.8trait we were able to see the flashes of gun fire over the low south
part of Bali. That was the Tjilatjap foree striking., It was our
first glimpse of the surface sngagement.

| ¥We were all fine. I had explained the situation S0 the
officers and had emphasised that they were to Dbe gnlded by general
prinsiples and not to expect any specific orders from the
Officer. The experienseé of the 59th Division at Balikpapan had shown
that if one officer atbempts to run the whole show in g night melee .
many opportunities to damage the enemy may be lost. I told she officers
that unless somgthing very unusual happened, gunfire was not to be
opened until the torpedoes had been fived.

We were not sure of ths compoaition of the Japanese forces.
We expected to mee a large number of transporss end I think a gxoup
of three or four cruisers and seven or eight dsstroyers.

As we came down the Stralt, the mng of gun five on the
opposite side inecreased and several ships apparently csught fire. The
first of these, we learned later, was the Dutch destroyer PETE HIEN,
which had gone into the fight with her guns blasing before she fired
her torpedoss and very promptly got blown out of the water, The
engagement eontinued with sonsidersble intensity for some time and then
broke off, and shortly after that we heard over our voies radio CDD 59
glving his ¢ourse and speed to every ship under his command. it indi-
cated that the POPE and FORD were retiring to the south on course 150,
The Duteh orulsers had gone on through.
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Sometime after Shis another engagement broke out; which we
could ses and thers wers several fires resulting from that.
up on the situation later in Australia, the only eonslusion that we -
could come o was that the Japanese cruisers and destroyers had tangled
with t:“h other. The sesond engagement lasted for ten or f£ifteen
minutes, .

: On the way down the Strait we passed a few Dutch mosor
torpedo boats sruising around slowly walting for us to go Sarough.
- Wo interchanged position with the TROXP and she %ock stagion about
four or flve miles astern of us. We passed through our initisl point
south of Tafel Hoek on gchedule and headed up Badosng Strait. From
time to time we sould see signal lights and searshlights of the -
g:pme::d tmz?. the searchlights sweeping the arsa betwesn Koesu
sar

We went up $0 the point where we thought the Japanese were
1l and, al we sould ses several fires glose %0 the bessh,
possibly burning ships, they were of small intensisy and did not show
.us any other ships.

Finslly we sighted two ships up on the port bow and she

STEWAR? and PARROTT fired Sorpedoes. The EDWARDS was third in goluamj
. 1 held fire besause I gould not see the target clearly enough %0 make

acourate shooking possible. Shortly after the two leading ships fired
thelr torpedoes, gun battles started and from the flashes of search-
light beams we were able to distinguish several Japanese ships,
apparently light ecruisers or heavy destroyers. We fived torpedoes,
ineidentally having several misfires from our battery, which, I believse,
were due to old primers.

The gun fire was intense. The Japanese ships had searshe
l1ights on both the STEWARY and PARROTT and I was adle to see seversl
straddles on each of those shipa. However, most of the Japanese salvos
seemsd to be 100 to 200 yards either over or short. The EDNWARDS was
under fire, but suffered no damage.

At this stage of the engagement the STEWART was hit in the
stearing engins room. A4 large shell passed through, sutting the wheel
ropes to the after desk house and cutting the steam exhsust, not ine
Juring the steam supply nor the wheel ropes to the bridge, therefore
- she was able to scontrol her steering, The PARROIT got a jammed lefs
rudder and sheered out to port, the PILLSBURY sheered out o starboard,
leaving the EDWARDS and STEWART. I was badly dazed by the dlasts from
#1 gun and blinded.

' After a few minutes the firing died down as the ships were
well on our guarter, so we continued on through the Strais. About that
time the TROMP came up astern of us and engaged a Japansse crulser or
heavy destroyer on parallel gourses at a range of about 5,000 to 6,000
yards. It was most spectacular to see the tracers from each ship
erossing about half way in the trajectory and in the earlier stages of
this engagement both ships were shooting high. However, they both ,




brought the rangs down and the Jap starsed hitting the TRONP. AS

this time we sighted two ships ahead of us on the starboard hand and

1 was no longer able to observe the action astern, But men in my after
deck house reported that the last salvo of the TROMP hit the Jap squarely
and eaused a sheet of flame %o ripple the entire lemgsh of the ship, :
then she blacked ocut. The TROMP had been severely damaged, her fire
control ruined, but her enginsering plant unhurd, Shs took no further
pars in the subsequent engagements. '

4All through this ement 1t was notiseable that the

depangse made very free use & rather high intensity all around
signal light whieh had & greenish hue, and we first aighted the ships
ahead of us by sighting this light. As we steamsd up toward them it
developed that there were four ships, and shorily thereafter the
STEWART and EDWARDS engaged. We were in similar situations, each of
us having a destroyer about four to five thousand yards on our star~
board beam snd in back of each destroyer at a range of abous six to
eight thousand yards, possidbly 9,000 yards from us, there was s crulser.
1 fived torpedoss, as did the STEWART, and then the gun batile started,

~ which was intense, the Japanese firing salvos from the destroyer of
five or aix guns, using s ripple fire, quite similar to the British
‘fire. The erulser was shooting apparently nine gun salvos at us, some
officers sald that they notised twelve splashes.

Several minutes after the engagement started, I could see a
shell from one of my after guns go out, looking good all the way. It
landed amidships on the nesrest Jap and started a bright fire on his
deck. His intensity of fire slackened. Several minutes after that a
torpedo hit him. There was a bright explosion, big pink flame and
spray went up and subsided, and when it sudbaided, everytning blacked
out. Zhere is no way of telling what happened $o the ship, but he
d1d not fire anymore.

All during this engagemsnt snd in the previous engagament
we had made full use of our .50 calibre machine guns. Young Busszetts,
a Naval Reserve Officer of very brief training, but ha had ex~
perience aboard ship sinsce March of the previous year, econtrol of
th:inchino gun fire and condusted himself very coolly throughout the
80%i0R0,.

The oruiser fire was not partisularly scourats and in a
short time this sescnd phase of our engagement cessed.

We ocontinued steaming north to northeast and about five or
ten minutes after the sesond engagement a Japansse destroyer 1lluminated
me from a position about 5,500 yards about brosd on my starboard
quarter. At the same time, two ecruisers opened fire, one 6,000 o
8,000 yards on the starboard beam, and ons a similar distange on the
port beam. My #1l gun was trained well aft trying to get the search~
l1ight on the illuminating ship and we opened fire on him with machine
guns and 4" battery. about the gecond salve from #1 gun, I had gons
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to the lee of the hridg; and was blasted badly and Inogled down and
dazed. The Exesutive ioer was also blinded by this gun fire and
for a period of several mimutes 2ad Class Quartermaster Woolkey had
the aon and sigszagged the ship most effisiently.

We had increased to maximm speed and as goon as the
Executive realiszed we were in a cross fire, he had started $o

chasing salvos. One salvo landed elose aboard about abreast on star-
board hand on #2 stack. We came hard right. The next salvo landed
within about thirty seconds just short of the pert ansher.

I previously stated that the PILLSBURY had fallen out of
column in the first engagemens. At this time the PILLSBURY came up
on the dlgengaged quarter of the destroyer whose sesrchlight was
holding ma, dréw to a close between 500 and 800 yards and opensd fire
at that close range with her 4" battery and machine guns and blasted
the Jep suffisiently s0 that he no longer troudbled us. His searghe
light went out and the two sruisers, although they had kept a
heavy fire on us, straddiing us ssversl times in sddition to the
salvos that fell distingily short of us, finally ceased firing. The
ship wes not damaged. However, when we got into Scerabaja the next
dayt'vo found the side of the saip badly poek marked from small Zyag-
BNV 8. )

We onH had one easualty. Palma, mess attendant, was
atmgk by & shelli whioh fell off the galley desk house and his leg
was broken. : : ‘ ‘

During our first engagement, two men in §l gun crew in the
csonfusion lost thelir heads and were totally ineffective. Rodgers,
l1at loader and Kull, 2nd loader, on #l then took over the ent
smmunition supply of that gun, Kull going back $0 the door going into
the well desk %o get the ammunition and bringing 1t up to the gun.
in doing this, his ears were badly damaged by the blast of the gun,
but he and Rodgers worked sc efflsciently that the gun was able to
keep up and even exseed its normal rate of fire.

- Our bridge was very.badly broken up by the blast of the gun,
extensive minor damage deing done. Back on #4 gun, Penner, who was
the pointer, had in the past prasticed setting his own sights, The
blast from the gun Had diindsd the gun eaptain, who ordinarily would
spot and he was unableée to ses. Peaner then continued to fire slowly.
At each shot he would lean out from behind the gun shield and wateh
his shell, then reach up and make his sighting correction himself and
~ continue firing. We feel sure that he got at least one hit using this
method, .

Heedless to may, I reccmmended all four men - Woodkey,
Penner, Fell snd Rodgers ~ for promotion and for the Navy Gross.
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After owr last engagement, the action gemsed and we were
pretty well scattered, but we managed to reform, using voice radio,
and dawn of the 20%h found us oireling Bali, heading fer Smnbag.
The PARROTT had had a very narrov e¢ssape fom running aground wi
her jammed left rudder, but had resovered steering sontrol and ateamed
en. The TRONP was well astern of us making high speed.

During the early stages of morning twilight we saw what
ngp;mtly were lights from Japansse ships ¢lose $0 the north coast
0. . g : '

We had no further information as to what had happened to
our other ships nor to the Dutsh sruisers. It later developed that
the DE RUYTER had gone through the entire first engagement without
firing a shot. 8he apparently hed deen designated to fire to stare
board and the JAVA to fire on ships encountered on the port hend,
-The DE RUYTER, not having sighted any ships on the starboard hand,
did not fire at all and the brunt of that battle had been carried
by the JAVA, PETE HIEN, FORD and FOPE, a rather strangs setup.

_ Before coming %o Soerabaja, Just afber daylight, we sighted
- Neinderts Reef light uhig, whigh 13 a pagoda-like structure. I: was

initislly reported as a Japanese battleship and it was most em-
barrassing to get that repors. ‘

As we started up the sastern shannel to Sosrabaja, ths Japs
came over for a bomd raid. PFrevious to that time we had passed
the Duteh destroyer BENEERT goming in. She was t0 have been in the
battle, but had had enginesring trouble and was unable to join up.
The BANKET started up the channel, but when she saw the Jap planes
coming over she twrned and lay off. - :

Commandesr Binfard told us to ast at discretion, so all the
Amerigan ships entered the narrow channel and progeeded up. ¥o bombs
wore dropped on us. <+t was a slow trip up the bay and as we entered
the shammel, peris¢opes of American submarines which were lying on the
bottom of the harbor began $c show and one or two popped their
towers out. A4s 1 went by one rather battered submarine, I re zed
it as the SEADRAGON and Ligutenant Ward, an old friend, stuek his :
head out the bridge and waved a greeting to us.

The STEWARYT was in mthoer bad shaps, not stesring eny too
well and requiring urgent repsirs. She had had several killed asnd
the Executive Officer had been injured. She went at onse to the Navy
¥ard and the rest of us went into Holland Basin and started fueling.

Nagurally, the tension and subsequent let down ware great.
We had had a week of almost continuous activity and followed it by
three engagements in one night. Naturally, the officers and men were
exhausted. During the day I triesd to sleep, Dut could not relax.

-
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That evening, Froggy Pound, skipper of the PILLSBURY, same
by and stated he had-had the same troubles, suggested we go up- to the
8im Pang Glub in Soeradajas for dimer. Just at that tims, Page Smith,
the skipper of the STEWART oame sboard and told us that his ship had
_besen turned over in drydock. &he had been put on the keel blookas
cockeysd and when the dosk was pumped ou% she heeled over 3560, 1%
was therefore necessary to desiroy hsr besause she sould not be re-
palred excapt by a major overhaul in a fully operabing yard.

We oame then to a very diffigult period. I was the only ons
of our destroyers that had more than one torpedo left - I had five.
The JAVA had been badly damaged, the TROMP had %o leave at once for
new fire control and she shoved off for Australis. The EDWARDB was in
good shape, had five torpedces; the DE RUYTER was in perfect shaps,
the STEWART was wreeked, the PILLSBURY and PARROZ?T had one torpado
" apiece. We had inflioted apparently rather severe damage on the snemy
forees, the PETE HEIN had been lost. Subsequent attaoks by submarines
and planes further damaged the enemy, but the landing had been mmdse
good and, as far as I lmow, the Yapanese thereafter had sompleie con-
trol of the island of Bali. : . '

There wers some remarkable ingidents whigh happened. A Chief
Petty Officer on the galley deck house of the PARROTT hed been thrommn
overvoard by the heel of the ship when her rudder jammed or at some
other time, and was missing, naturally, when the ship got in to port.
He was reportsd as missing, but four or five days later, after the
PARROT? had left port, he turned up, rather Sired, but perfecily well.
He had floated around during the engagemsnt, but finally managed to
get himself ashore on the island of Bali, which was then occupled by
the Japsnsse, he had hid in the jungle for seversl days and finally
made contaat with a few isolated Duteh soldiers. They had worked thelir

way toward the western part of Balli and one night got a native %o carry
them across the stpalt to Java and from Banjoewangi, Javs, had mads
their way to Soerabaja.

, There was a _remarkadle story about the PETE HEIN; she sank
very quickly and the “apanese ships opened fire on the survivors with
machine guns. However, a good many menaged to survive. When the
PARROTT eame up the stralt several hours later in the firast phase of
the engagement, a shell sut the after falls to her whale boat which
had been swung out. The crew immediastely cut the forward falls and
dropped the boat. Xt landed right side up and floated around. When
dewn eame, thirteen men from the FETE HEIE were floating around,
spotted ths boat and climbed aboard. Ome of the other desiroyers had
dropped its gasoline drums before going into astion and, as luok would
have $t, ons of these floated by. There was no gas in the boat, bud
they pioked up the gas drum, fusled the boat, picked up about twenty
mores survivors from the FPETE HEIN and mede thelr way to Java safely.
Fact is frequsntly stranger then the wildest reaches of flstlion.




1 shall never forget that first night ashore at the Sim Pang
Club. Froggy Pound and I went up, met several old friends, Bud Ward
of the SEADRAGON, Moon Chapell, who had just been transferred from an
S boat after a very spectasular and suoccessful career as commanding
officer and was & over ons of the big boats. We sat around and
congratulated ourselves on being alive, bscause we all felt that we
could not go through sn engagement of that sort against crulsers and
destroyers at those alose ranges and have any normual expectanagy of
eoming out, 7The Amerigan destroyers had gotten away with mrder
twiece, onge at Bglikpapan and ons in Badosng and Lambok Straits.

. Adm% al Doorman was at the Sim Peng Olub end Pounds, and
I went over and talksd to him awhile, discussing various aspects of-
the engagement and comparing notes. We there met Mrs. Doorman.

We went into dinner and about 10:00 ofecloek made our usual
devious way back to the ship,having to wait for about an hour to an
hour and a half to get a taxi back.

We had a conferance the next day, sheeking up on details
and started stripping the STEWAR?, It was diffigult work because by
that time the Japaness were beginning to raid Soergbala hsavily each
day and we only had two boats to do the heuling. It is obvious to us
that the STEWART was of no further value and must be destroyed.
However, Comgowespae wished to verify thst situation and sent gn
offiser down to inspsct 1t. It developed that the Dutch wers interested
only in saving the dry dock. '

At that time, with the Japansss securely landed in Bali and
congolidated in the Palamboeng area, it was quite obvious that the
straits to the east and west of Java would scon be closely patrolled

by the Japansse.

The fuel sitwation was diffieult. The bombings had damaged
the fuel installationa. At every sound of the siren, all of the
native workmen ran into the dugouts, shut the s down. The only
time we ocould fuel was at night. Most of the Navy Yard workmen had
goneui::to the hills and it was extremely diffiesult to get stores and
supp Se

The eonfersnse of Tuesday, February 28nd, showsd that the
situation was very critical. We then got our erderz to defend Java
to the last. The one destroyer put a torpedo aboard the EDWARDS,
giving us six, and then both the PARROTT and PILLSBURY shoved off to
go to the south @oast to get more torpedoes. Our organisaticn was
very uncertain. Communications with Bandoeng, the headquarters,
woere extremely diffisult and Commander Binford-had & very hard time
contacting Admiral Glassford's staff.




4 decision was not made to destroy the STEWARD, but we di4
place demolitiam charges and had a crew of four men under ay :
ensign and Chief Electriciens Mate Brodie stand by to deatroy her on
short notlice., We got off all the ammunition and spares and food that
we could, storing up with depth charges and anti-aireraft shells,
particularly, We gave a truck load of food to the ocrew of a British
Army Bofors AA gun, who were stationed on Holland Pier. They needed
it badly, for they and a few others were rexnants of a Battalion
badly cut up in a train wreek. This outfit had been evacuated from
Singapore. They moved from Holland Plier Just before we finally sailed.
I don't know what happened to them after that.

There was & British enti-sireraft gun on the end of the
Holland Pier whose erew had run out of food and apperently had ne
source of supply. We gave them a big truek load of food from the
STEWARD to ensble them to oarry on. Zhey seemed like g fine lot,
but had coms ocut of Singapore snd were pretty badly beaten dowm. I
was moored in the Holland Basin, %he day's bombing which waa heavy,
resulted in considerable damage to the Rotterdam pier; some damage
to the Holland Pler. ,

in the middle of the week I went outside of the bay, btut
was recalled as I went out the channel end thsn on return, mooyred at
the end of the Holland Pler, my place inside the basin being taken by
the Duteh destroyer BANKET, The next dey during s bomding reid, s
stick of bombs fell mlongside the BANKEF and byroke her back. At the
same time, within s few minutes, a similer stogk of bombs fell near
ms, but they wers all duds snd landed in the water with a& big plop,
but no damega.

Our anti-aireraft eould not reash up mors than 10,000 feat.
The Japanese were bombing from 12,000 to 15,000 feet and it was futile
for us to shoot at them, The shore batteries were not effective. I
know of no gituation more nerve~wracking than to be a target for bomb-
ing and not to be able to fight back. We would walt until we heard
the bombe whistle and then 1fe flst on the deck, I dispersed
officers so that if we were hit, all ths officers would not be led
by one bomb. ) :

’ We finally got away from the Holland Pier and went ous into
the stream. The damage to ths doek at Soerabsja was extensive and our
fueling situation was getting worse.

Finally, the HOUSTON, PAUL JONES, FORD and ALDEN came from
south of Java and joined us. JAVA was made seasworthy and we went
out gnd made a sweep to the end of Madoers Island and back into port
again, On the 26th wa were Joined by the EXETER, PERTH and the British
destroyers JUPITER, ELECTRA and ENCOUNTER. '




. There was no time for a real conference, however, the Seniop
Dutech Officers, Division Commander and Commanding Offisers of the
crulsers got together for a few mimutes before we went oud, and &
rather rough plan of action waslaid out which entailed sweeping toward
Madoera, if we found the Japanese we were to cirele around theg,
attack and return to Seerabsja or continue on to Batavia. When we
iast left Soerabaja for the battle of the Java Sea, the plan was then
to retire to Batavis.

At this time, the PERRY had been sunk in Darwin by dive
bombing, and the LANGLEY was gunk by the sams group, apperently,
which had moved %o the westward. The LANGLEY was sunk south of Java
by bringing fighter planes into Tjlletjap on the south coast of vavae.

We went out, made a sweep to the eastward, came back zbous
dewn past Scersbaja and sontimumed on to the west and the northwest,
had a light bombing atiack, saw no enemy ships, and returned in the
afternoon of the 27th to Soexrabaja.

Admiral Doorman stated that it was his intention to remain
behind the mins field until the situation developed. No sooner had
we gotten into the minefield than Admiral Doorman in the DE RUYTER _
reversed course and headed out at high speed, signalling us to follow
him, signalling that he was saliling to interscept an enemy unit. From
then on we got various contact reports that indieated that the enemy
foree of traensports shiech was in the vieinidy of the Bawean iIslands,
haa;:gy ;;rotected by crulsers and dgstroyers, was moving toward the
sou 8%«

The Duteoh destroyers KORTENAER end WITTE DE WITE were handie
capped by engineering {roubles and were only able to make about 24
mots. Admiral Doorman ordered us o remain astern of them.

British destroyers werse in the van and the main body, sconsisting of the
DE RUYTER, HOUSTON, EXEPER, PERTH and JAVA, were in that order steaming
toward the enenmy.

Bombers came over and dropped a few bombs without effect and
shortly thereafter we sighted the exemy and the British destroyers
orossed over from the right flank $o the left van and we tried to sateh
up. ¥We wore pretty badly strung out. We were on a generally north-
wostern coursse, 316 I believe it was, and the engagement started. The
Allied ships firing to starboard.

We were unable to get a clear view of the enemy from the
bridge, but foretop reported that thay were in three groups, ons, to
the left, a squadron of thirteen destroyers, then a force of seven
cruisers, then a detached wing of two largsr ships., We were unable
to tell exactly what the two larger ships were, but during the engage=~
ment I noticed occasional gplashes of shells whieh were considerably
bigger than elght ineh. It is posaible that the two ships were either
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old battleships or the posket battleships that the Japansse are
rumored to have constructed, but their identity remains in doubt.

The crulsers apparently were both six insh and eight ingh
cruisers. The action continued, occasionslly we saw hits being scored
on the Japanese forges by our own heavy ships. Then the Japansse
attasked with a destroyer attack and terpedoes started coming. The
JUPITER signalled the first one and shortly thereafter the KORTERAER, .
whlgh was sbout 700 yards broad on my starboard bow, weas struek on the
starboard quarter by a torpedo. She broks in two, jascknifed, bow and
stern coming together, and sank in & minute and £ifsy seaonds by the
clock., I saw three torpedoes swrfacing deyond us, torpedoes
were reported approaching. A submarine was blown up adbout 1,000 yards
on my port beam, appavently being hit by a torpedo. There was con~
siderable debris thrown into the air and a high solumn of water. We
did not know the ship had been there until the explosion. We Ao not
know whether 3t was a Japansse or Allied submarine, :

i finally gave up trying to dodge the torpsdces., Thsre were
several interesting aspscts to that, ons was that meny of the lookeuts
would report old torpedo wakes and not distinguish between an approach-
ing torpedo &nd the wake of s torpedo that had already passed.

Another thing was that the sight of the KORTENAER sinking &loss sboard
distracted the lookouts badly, 4t was a fasoinating sighs, but it
Was nscessary for me t0 speak very harshly o the men on the bridge
%o make them gonsentrate on their sestors besauss they couldntt do any
good by watshing the KORTENAER, whereas they'd do a lot of good spose~
ting approashing torpedoes. I saw one submarine firing sorpedoes. I
Saw One pass me very ¢lose aboard on the port hand and later sighted
another submarine perissocpe on the port bow. I started to go over to
attask, but had to schange sourse again to avoid eollision with one of
our destroysrs.

' Both the HOUSTON and EXETER were hit. The EXETER was hit
badly and slowed to about fifteen knots or less. The HOUSTON slowed
momentarily and then picked up speed again, apparently not having
suffersd any serious damage. Of course the HOUSTON only had her two
forward turrets in commigsion, #3 turret having been wiped out soush
of Kengean Islands on Fedruary 4th., Both the HOUSTON and EXETER were
firing fast and I bellieve effectively. The JAVA was handigapped by
boller troudle and was continmually lagging back. When the EXETER was
hit she sheered out, the PERTH went over and put a smoke soreen sround
her, as did the British destroyers. The ships turned in gomewhat eon-
fused maneuvers. Our only source of communication with the tlasmdz
was by volaes radlo thiough the HOUSTON, thense relayed by voise radioc
to the DE RUYTER. Early in the action the HOUSTON'S volce radio went
out and from then on owr only means of commnication was plain language
by searchlighs,

1t took a long time to get signals over, particularly beecause

of the gun fire and smoke seraens, and the faot that we had no
signals at all, whiech were common to the three sountries involved.
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It was partisularly unfortunate because in gn setion of that sort,
things are moving mush too fast to send plain language searchlight
messages with any effect. A4s I stated in my offlcinl report, we
resorted to the arystal ball to determine the ideas and futwre mane
euvers of the force sommandey.

The fact that owr miximum speed by that time had been re-
duced by wear and tear to about 28 knots and the fleet was mansuvering
&t from 22 to 26 knots, made it extremely dAifficult for us to regain
sny kind of position when the flest mansuvered. I t»1ied %o keep
statlon on the disengaged flank elose enough to be ready for torpedo
attack and not too elose to be hit by the overs. I kept the splashes
from the enemy overs asbout 500 yards on my starboard hend,

We had a series of relatively contradictory signal s} counter~
atiack, cancel sounter-attack, mske smoke, sover ny retirvement. Our
destroyers had come up and assembled fyom various places, some of us
had our torpedoes set for fire curved shead, some of us had them sel
for broadside fire with no gyro angle.

We finally went to attack. We went between ths amoks sareens
and attacked the seven enemy oruisers. They opened fire with theiy
broadside batteries. Owing to the fast that there were only four of
us and the fact that we were on a position rather sharp on their bow,
wo fired at long range. It was not a good torpedo attask, but under
Bhe ciroumstances, I don't think we gould havs been expected to do
mugh more while the enemy secondary batteries were closs, but we
suffered no damage. For, sometimen, we remained betwsen the two
battlelines and merely tried to catoh up and take position again on
the disengaged flank. We are not sure of the resuit of owr torpedo
attack « 1 saw no hits, but offigers from other ships say that abous
seven to ten minutes after we fired they saw a Japenese ship his,
Immedistely after we fired, I did see a Japansse cruiser badly hit
from what appearsd to be the HOUSTON!S fire.

We then tried to satoh up with Admiral Doorman and his foree,
who were going to the northeast. My navigation positicn at 2130 chegked
within two miles of my dead reskoning so that the plot I submitted in
my offisisl report of the track of my ship during the engagement was
quite socurate, Ny gunnery officer subsequsntly msde seven sketahes
of the situation as he saw it fram the foretop - disposition of our
own and snemy forces at various stages of the engagement, Thase
sketchss are a part of my officisl report.

We followed on up, gunfire seased and then resumed shor
after sunset and there was & little night firing, the results of eh
I was not abls to determine.

By that time we had no communication with the DB RUYTER,

except by radlo to Bandoeng, relayed from Bandoeng to us. Ws reported
that allyour torpedoes wcre’axpcndod and followed him.
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From time to time there were short bursis of gufire,
though most of the early part of the evening the Japansse kept us

under close obssrvation by msans of flares dropped from planwss whiech
we could not see. Several times torpedoes were reported erossing,
I was not sure of them. 7Fhey looked like torpede wakes - it might

have been somsthing else.

Between 9300 and 9330 that night ws were again nsar the
entrance to Soerabajs, heading in a southwesterly course. For a
while we thought Admiral Doorman was going into Soerabaja, we had no
information, we did not know what had besn eccomplished noy what the
strength and dlsposition of the ensmy forces were. Admiral Doorman
had psevicusly told us that when we had expended our torpedoes we
were to meke the best of our way to the south soast of Java to geb
moye, &lthough, to the dbest of my knowledge, thers were no more Sor-
pedoes that would fit our tudbes anywhere -the Hetheands East Indies.

- Wo turned and went intc Soersbaja. ¥We arrived in Somhai:n
about 33100 ofslesk in the morning and moored at our previous positier
inside %he Hollend Basin, whisgh, at that time, was the only place we
could get fuel from. We didn't like being in the Holland Basin bdagause
_we knew it would be attacked in the moyning. We made every effort £o
sxpedite our fusling and at 8300 o'sloek, Commander Binford having gons
uptown, I ordered ths remaining ships to cast off and elear the harbor
in preparation for the morning raid. It was not wise,as soms of them

- 444 not have any exgsess smount of fusl aboard. S

Commander Binford had gons at once uptown to try and sontast
Admira) Glassford. When we reached Soerabaja, we found that the
EXETER and ENCOUNTER had returned to port. The EXETER had s boller
room full of water, her speed was limited to fifteen knots. The
ENCOUNTER was not damaged, the ELECTRA and JUPITER had both besn sunk.
The former by vJapansse gun fire while a smoks screen was between us
and the ELECTRA. The JUPITER had apparently been torpedoed or strusk
a mine sbout 9130. The Duteh had word that ths JAVA end DE RUYTER had
suffered heavy explosions in the neighbor hood of 11300 o'clock. We
had no further word on them. They wers presumed to be sunk. The
HOUSTON and POFE had gone on to Batavia.

¥We anshored in ths stresm and just as the last ship was
clearing the dock ths first Japanese raid cams over. 7This time ﬁug.
used mush heavier bombs than they had used before. ZThey seemed to
concentrating on the girfield. We did not suffer any damage, nor did
anything come close $0 us.

We held a commanding officers conferensej Commander Binford
ocame baok and @alled all the commanding officers aboard.

The POPE had Deen in port all along, having had to go to the

Navy Yard for welding leaks in her hot well, but she had a full load
of torpedces aboard and was ready for ses. Jommander Binford then went
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uptown again to see aba'dt‘_ getting ' We got word that the
Japansse had a concentration of ships in Bali Strait snd we Imsw that
they had forces at Soenda Strait.

It was quite obvious that Java was folding up.

d command at that time and the situatiom was obvious
integrating., It was quite obvious that if we did not get out
night we would never get out, The only way %o was through Bali
Strait, we had no torpedoss, exoept for the POPE. Bill Giles, my Exe0.,
suggested thai we send up to ths ENCOUNTER. and ask-if she would
accompany us on the run. The EXETER eould not possidbly get out the
sastern entranse besause of her draft and we figuved that she was lost.

Commander Binford went uptown to get further orders and ve
waited. Heo cams back about 4330,the same Lime we got a radio to the
- affect that the POPE should Jjoin up with the ENGOUNTER to go out with
the EXRTER, walgh would have to maks a »un for it to the northern,
andre:ere told %o make the dest of our way to Exmouth Gulf in ,
Australis. -

Late in the afternoon we shoved off. Gommander Binford having
shifted his flag several days befors fyom the STEWART to the EDWARDS,
We left word with the demolition party to taks their orders from Gome
mander Murphy, our Navy Ligison Officer in Sosraba ja.

“‘We 314 not have time to make any atbempt to pisk up the siek
and wounded which were in the logcal Duteh hospital. Trangportstion was
almost impossible from Soerabaja to the docks and our own boat trang-
portation was limited. 4s we clearsd the lightship, we got word thas

ship had been sunk thet day in Balil Strait by sruiser
and destroyer gunfire.

It was a bright, clear night with a full mooen. We ran Jdown
the coast of Java, close to the deach at 20 to 22 knots and hesded
through Ball Strais.

It was rather nerve wra work entering that narrow ong-
mile wide stralt, as we expected the Japanese would be in 4%, We :
didn't know whether they were guarding the north entranse or the south
entrance. I would have thought that they would have been around the
north entrangs. It turned out they were down to the southayd in the
wider part of the Strais. Our previocus passages through Ball Strails
had given us eonfidenscs in cur ability to navigate it at high speed
and the visibiliSy was good encugh so that we sould ses the beasch slearly,
We went through the narrows at 28 knots and as soon as we sleared them
we jumped up to 2§, huggzed the soast of Java and headed toward She
southern entrance to the Strait.

Fortunately at that time, heavy slouds came up and almost
completely obsgured the moon for possibly half an hour. Then they
cleared away, and about 8,000 yards on my port bow, adout one poin
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on the bow, I saw a Japanese ship evidently patrolling. I don't
Imow just when he sighted us, but shorily after I sighted him he
seemed to be heading away from us at slow spesd, changing aourse.
The order of ships was, as I vecolleect, EDWARDS, ALDEN, FORD, PAUL
JONES., In a few mimtes the Jap was joined by two other destroyers.
They swung inko column and just sbout as we got abeam they opensd five. -
We had inoreased speed to 27 lnots whieh was the we gould
make and maintain any sort of position. I guess the Yapansse wers
{“t as tired as we were because the shooting on both sides was poor.
would judge the range to have been 6,000 to 7,000 yards. Thelir
shooting was particularly erratie and et no time 414 anything coms
closer than 300 yards to the EDWARDS. However, the rear ships had
shells falling mueh closer than that. However, no ships weve hit,
nor did I cobserve any hits on the Japanese ships. ,

, I ecame to the »ight, God only knows how ¢lose we came %o
the beach, Giles, who was plotiing, salled out to give a full left
rudder. OCommander Binford hesrd him and gave the order $o the wheel,
we game hard lefg, headed for the enemy and the plot showed that we were
already on the reef, or so slose to it there was no telling. |

j We oxpected at any tims to see a Japanese erulser. Come
mander Binford nd I decided we would maks a feint toward Tiilatlap
before turning to the scuthern. As we rounded the point %o head for
2jiiatjap the lookout reported two ships ahead and we thought we had
aighted our erulsers, however, they were not ships, they were merely
waves breaking over the rocks dead ahead of us, We came a iittle to
the left and passed on and gunfire ceased shortly after tha$, and the
dapansse made no effort to pursue us. )

: Wo eams around to the southard and sontinued at 27 knots for
several hours then dropped to 25, to 22 and finally down to 20 shortl
after daylight and ¢ontinued heading south. Shortly thereafter we go
word to proceed to Presmuntle and then we started studying the various
contact reports that were being made for the purpose of dete

what enemy forces were in our visinity. There was a carrier str

group, consisting of a carrier, two ecruisers and four destroysrs opera-
tin% :otuetge Tiilatiap and Chdtstmas Island and I beliesve the Pecos
went down re. ,

That striking force was apparently ‘the outfit that hsd sunk
the LANGLEY, they sank the FECOS, then the WHIPPLE picked up the sur~
vivors from the FECOS, whish had recoversd the LANGLEY swrvivors, took
235 men aboard, whish erowded her up badly, they were attacked by a
submarine while working on the survivors, knew that the dive bombers
would be over there again in the morning snd finally had to make the
tough decision of shoving off while they lmew that there were men still
in the water in their vieinity.




There 1s mo question tut what Captein Eagrpe and Gommander
Crouch, Divigion Commandery made the right decision, bedsuse Af they.
had stayed and searched for survivors longer they would elither have
been torpedoed or bombed ouk. o ‘ ’

We don't know very muech about what happensd to the other
ships. %he EDSALL, I belleve, was sunk by cruisey gunfire. The .
ASHEVILLE was sunk. The PILISBURY, whe had saved me at Badoeng Strals
was sunk. Fhe PARROTT had gotten through. 4 oouple of minesweepers
got out. The ISABEL got away, the BULMER and. BARKER left with the
BLACK HAWE and they got clear. A good masny of the merchent ships
were sunk by thls striking force and one by one we straggled into:
Freemantle, where we began to sise up the situation. -

‘We had gotten the hell licked out of use

~About ten days later we realized that no more surfaae ships
were goming down from Java. The HOUSTON and FPERTH had been sunk off
Scends Strait, St. Nighols Foint. The EXETER, FOPE and ENCOUNTER had
besen loat north of Java. Vary little information on that, exscept the
despateh from the POFE requesting Bandoeng to get some fighter planes
to chass the bombers away. In the war we had lost five out of thirteen
Qestroyers. , o o

We reorganized into two divisions. The Senior Division
Commander and the four senior skippers were sent back. The skippers
ware rellievad by their Executive icers, who ¢ame on homs to the
United States. Glles relieved me on the EDWARDS, and the deatroyers
s6ttled down to getting a little overhaul and doing sonvoy duty for
which thigg were fitted rather than first line eombat work whish they'd
been deing.

I spent 2} weeks in Melbourne waiting for transporsation
after flying across from Freemantle and finslly left Melbourne, 1
believe, the 6th of April and reached San Fransiseo on the WEST POINT
on the 24th of April. ‘
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